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SUBJECT: CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUE COULD LEAD TO A NOVEMBER 
ELECTION FOR QUEBEC. 

1 . MONTREAL GAZETTE JOURNALIST BILL FOX HAS ASTUTELY ANALYZED 
THE IMPACT THE CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUE COULD HAVE ON BOURASSA S 
IMPENDING DECISION ON TIMING OF AN ELECTION. HE STATES IN 

A SEPT. 17 ARTICLE THAT THE LIBERAL LEADER IS SERIOUSLY 
CONSIDERING A MID-NOVEMBER VOTE SHOULD THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
ISSUE REACH AN IMPASSE AND IF POLLS SHOW THE LIBERALS TO BE 
STRONG. 

2. ACCORDING TO FOX, BOURASSA S ELECTORAL SCENARIO HINGES 
ON TWO EVENTS SCHEDULED FOR EARLY OCTOBER: THE PREMIERS 
CONFERENCE IN TORONTO AND THE FEDERAL THRONE SPEECH. IF THE 
PREMIERS OCT. 1 AND 2 TALKS DO NOT REACH AGREEMENT FOR 
BRINGING THE BRITISH NORTH AMERICA ACT UNDER CANADIAN CONTROL, 
FOX BELIEVES - QUOTING SOURCES IN OTTAWA - THAT TRUDEAU WILL 
MAKE GOOD HIS UNILATERAL REPATRIATION THREAT IN THE OCTOBER 

12 SPEECH FROM THE THRONE. "IF HE DOES THAT," ONE QUEBEC 
LIBERAL IS QUOTED AS SAYING, "WE LL BE GONE THE NEXT DAY." 

3. FOX NOTES THAT THE CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUE IS A SHAKY BASE 
FOR AN ELECTION AS MANY PEOPLE ARE NOT CONCERNED BY IT. 
HOWEVER, IN FOX S VIEW, THE PREMIER MADE GOOD USE OF THE 
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PHRASE IN 1973. BOURASSA INITIALLY FAVORED AN AUTUMN. 1977 
ELECTION, BUT, ACCORDING TO PARTY SOURCES. "ECONOMIC FORECASTS 
FOR NEXT YEAR ARE NOT AS ROSY AS THE PREMIER HAD HOPED." 

4. EQUALLY IMPORTANT IN THE FINAL DECISION WILL BE THE 
PARTY S STANDING IN OPINION POLLS. ACCORDING TO FOX S SOURCES. 
PRIVATE PARTY POLLS INDICATE THE LIBERALS COULD WIN COMFORTA- 
QBLY IF A NOVEMBER ELECTION WERE HELD. THESE SOURCES CLAIM 
THE LIBERALS HAVE MADE A "BIG COMEBACK" SINCE REACHING A 
LOW POINT IN LAST APRIL S POLLS. ACCORDING TO RECENT LIBERAL 
POLLS, THE PQ, RACKED BY INTERNAL CONFLICT, WOULD WIN NO MORE 
THAN 15 SEATS. ALSO, THE UNION NATIONALE AND PARTI NATIONAL 
POPULAIRE HAVE MADE NO PROGRESS, WHILE AN ENGLISH-RIGHTS PARTY, 
PROPOSED LAST SPRING BY MONTREAL CITY COUNCILLORS, NICK AUF DER 
MAUR AND BOB KEATON, HAS STILL NOT BEEN LAUNCHED. THE 
LIBERALS WILL CONDUCT MORE-DETAILED POLLS WITHIN TWO WEEKS 

IN AN EFFORT TO DETERMINE THE PRECISE ELECTORAL SITUATION. 

FOX POINTS OUT THAT A SIMILAR POLL WAS HELD JUST PRIOR TO THE 
1973 ELECTION. 

5. THE LIBERAL CAMPAIGN, IF BOURASSA CALLS A FALL ELECTION, 

WILL BE BASED ON THREE ISSUES. THE FIRST WILL BE THE CONSTI- 
TUTIONAL ISSUE, THE SECOND WILL DEAL WITH LABOR RELATIONS, 

AND THE THIRD WITH HOUSING AND QUALITY OF LIFE. (THIS CORRES- 
PONDS WITH BOURASSA S FIVE PRIORITY SUBJECTS FOR THE NEXT YEAR.) 
FOX WRITES THAT THE PREMIER WILL RATIONALIZE HIS DECISION TO 
SEEK A NEW MANDATE ON THE CONSTITUTION ISSUE BY CITING THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT S HANDLING OF THE AIR TRAFFIX CONTROL 
CRISIS AS PROOF OTTAWA IS INCAPABLE OF PROTECTING QUEBEC S 
IULTURAL AND LINGUISTIC RIGHTS. 

6. COMMENT: WE WERE SURPRISED TO READ THAT THE LIBERALS 
FEEL THAT THEY HAVE "BOTTOMED OUT" AND ARE COMING BACK. 
NOTHING WE HAVE HEARD JUSTIFIES SUCH OPTIMISM. NOR DO WE 
SENSE THAT THE DISARRAY IN THE PQ IS AS GREAT AS FOX S SOURCES 
INDICATED. WE BELIEVE THE FORTHCOMING POLL WILL BE THE MOST 
CRITICAL SINGLE FACTOR IN BOURASSA S UPCOMING DECISION. 

SHOULD IT BE FAVORABLE, THE CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUE COULD PROVIDE 
A CONVIENT PRETEXT FOR AN ELECTION. 
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